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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Art Unit: 3634 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schweer. Schweer in fig. 7A shows the claimed hamess. To make (cut) their 
arm loops and drag grips from a single length of strapping, would have been an 
obvious mechanical expedient. 

Claims 1,2 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schoenbrun. Schoenbrun shows arm loops 3,B and 2,A, and a drag grip 10. 
To make (cut) their arm loops and drag grips from a single length of strapping, 
would have been an obvious mechanical expedient. 

Claim 2 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fong as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Crowe et al. Crowe 
et al shows a drag grip/leash comprising a fixed length loop. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide Fong with a drag grip, as taught by Crowe, for dragging a user of his 
hamess. 
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Claim 2 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schoenbrun, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of either 
Martusciello or Campbell. Both Martusciello at 50 and Campbell at 14 show drag 
grips comprising a fixed length loop. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Schoenbrun 
to comprise with a drag grip, as taught by either Martusciello or Campbell, for 
maintaining a grip of a user of his harness. 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/7/06 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's argument that the harnesses of Schweer and 
Schoenbrun are not of the type used to rescue a wearer, it is noted that an article 
claim should recite structurally over the prior art and not it's method of use, 
nevertheless the harnesses of Schweer and Schoenbrun can be used to rescue a 
wearer. With respect to applicant's argument that there arm loops and drag grip are 
not made from a single length of strapping, it is noted that their arm loops strap and 
drag grips may be made for a single length of strapping, as stated in the rejection. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension 
of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
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filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will 
be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alvin C. Chin-Shue whose telephone number is 
571-272-6828. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the 
examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 

Alvin C. Chin-Shue 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 

ACS 




